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Mahajnnama

Lives of Baul Fakiri Lyricists
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Footprints

The great bards who have penned the Baul-Fakir songs as sung till date
are called 'Mahajan' orthe 'Great Ones'. Many of them had vast wisdom
and expertise on the theories and philosophies that together constitute
the Baul-Fakir theology. Some of them were well educated, while some
had no formal education. There is one commmon thread that binds their
songs - each song was fashioned by the bards in accordance with their
own styles and panache, each song would be a realization on human,
god, life and the universe - stemming from deep inside their authors.
Such is the intensity of these realizations that one is bound to be taken
aback! Times have passed. But so strong were the things said in the
songs that they leave their imprint on the minds of the faithful and the
listeners. Bengali folk singers are much discussed. However, the
Mahajan bards of the Baul-Fakir stream of faith — their lives and their
works — remain relegated to obscurity. We hear only a handful of their
names over and over again. We hear very little about the identities
behind those names. Nor is there much enthusiasm to know about
them. The tradition of Baul-Fakir depends on shruti or hearing —
meaning that the songs are orally transmitted from the Guru-master to
the Shishya-pupil, or from one Baul or Fakir to another. Some of the
songs have remained — are remembered and sung, while some have
been forgotten. This meager effort from our partaimsatacquainting the
reader with the identities, lives and works of some of the song writers or
Mahajan-s, also called Padakarta or song-writer. To know the journey of
the Baul-Fakiri songs, it is crucial to follow the footprints left behind by
the ones who wrote these songs. It is they who have framed the eternal
path ofthe journey of folk songsfrom Bengal
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Lalon Fakir

Lalon's response to questions regarding his caste and religion were
answered in his song, 'sob loke koe lalon ki jat songsare/ lalon bole jater
ki rup dekhlam na e nojore' (Everyone asks what caste Lalon belongs
to/ Lalon says in this life | have not known what caste is). This is how time
and again religion, folklore and theory has been enmeshed in his
songs. As the creator of Baul songs, Lalon Fakir is the most
distinguished of all. The very meaningful and suggestive presentation
ofthe Sufilores, Vaishnava scriptures and the basic principlesadds an



unique touch to his songs. His songs were filled with gestures. This
approach of hiswas innate. Very easily he writes, “Emon manob jonom ar
ki hobe / mon ja koro torrai koro ei bhabe”. His songs are considered
priceless in poetry. The identity of the composer can be understood
through the songs. In the 288 songs he composed there is a clear
humanitarian and secular essence.

He was born in the Kushtia district of the Bharara village in 1774. Later, he
grew up under Molom Shah and resided in Chheuriya with his family.
Herein, he was influenced by Shiraj Shai. Throughout history, he has
always been known as a humanitarian. He died on 17th Ocotber, 1890.
Books on Lalon and his songs were published in both Bengal and
Bangladesh. He always came back to the stories, poetries and songs of
this subcontinent. A documentary was also made on him. In 1992, Allen
Ginsberg wrote a poem on him named 'After Lalon'. Director Goutam
Ghose'sfilm,'Moner Manush'was made surrounding Lalon's life and won
the National Award. Bangladeshifilmmaker, made afilm named'Lalon".
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Fakir Panju Shah

Since the demise of Lalon Fakir, the only Baul to gained recognition
akin to him was Fakir Panju Shah. He was born in 1852 in an honorable
family of the village of Shailakupa in Jessore. He was the elder son of
Khadem Ali Khondkar an orthodox Muslim, who was strictly against
the learning of Bengalilanguage. He was more engaged in making his
son learn languages like Arabic, Persian and Urdu. Panju Shah learned
Bengali secretly. His songs are a perfect testimony to the fact that this
secret venture of hisdid not goin vain. Back in those times, Hindus and
Muslims dwelled together in the village of Harishpur. So, Fakirs like
Jauharuddin Shah, Duddu Shah and Vaishnavites like Madandas
Goswami, Haran Chandra Karmakar sang, discussed and composed
Baul-Fakir songs together. After Panju's father's death, he became a
disciple of Herajtulla Fakir. Among his famous songs are 'Ghumai theko
na re mon noyon khol'and 'Dom taano mon dom er khobor jene'. Apart
from songs, he wrote a book named 'Iski Chhadeki Gauhar'. He died
when hewas63intheyear1915.
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Duddu Shah

He was one of the most prominent students of Lalon Fakir. He was elder
to Panju Shah. His father named him Dabiruddin. He was born in the year
1842, in the village of Beltala in Jessore district. His father's name was
Mohammad Jhoru Mondol. In his childhood, he was admitted in the
institution of Srinath Biswas. He learned Arabic and Persian languages
from his home and Sanskrit from Madandas Goswami. At the age of 30
he travelled to Nabadwip, Jessore and Nadia before finally coming to
Kushtia where he became a disciple of Lalon Fakir. At this time, he
composed numerous songs and gained fame. Previously in many of the
scriptural concepts, Duddu was against Lalon. Duddu invited Lalon to
platforms for arguments and debates. Having lost to Lalon and having
accepted his superiority, Duddu became a disciple of Lalon. Through this
experience Duddu writes, 'Behes korte eshe boyato hoinu/ Ami oti
obhajon Lalon shai binu'. Only because he had deep theoretical
knowledge, could he write, 'Je khoje manushe khuda shey e toh baul'. He
diedattheageof 70intheyear1922.
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Kubir Goshai

Kubir Goshai was born in 1787 into a weaver family in the village of
Madhupur in the district of Nadia. He was popular as a poet and
alongside he was also known as a famous theorist of Bengal's
secularism. He became a disciple of Guru Charan Pal of the village
Brittihuda, in Nadia and thatiswhere he met hisdemise. He composed
over 1200 songs. His very famous song is 'Dub dub dub rupshagore
amar mon/ Tolatol patal khujle pabi re prem rotnodhon'. On his birth
anniversary, his followers and students have preserved his diary full of
songs beside histomb.
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Jadubindu
Jadubinduwas bornin thevillage of Panchlakhinear Shamudragarhin
the district of Bardhaman. He was the leading student of Kubir Goshai.
He is more popularly known as Jadu or Jadob. His partner in religious
practice was Bindu. Together Jadu and Bindu were known as
Jadubindu. He died in the year 1915. Fragments of his cemetery are still
presentin Panchlakhi. Hissongsare very popularamongthe Baul-



Fakirs of Bengal. He was a lyricist and composer of songs from the
Sahebdhani minor religious sect of Bengal. Through his songs he spread
messages against communalism. His famous songs include, 'Amake
chhushne tora shojoni/ Amake jaat mere rekheche ghore gourango
gunomoni','buro kichhokra makrare dekhlam na ekbar".
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Din Shorot
He was bornin1904 in the village of Sajiura in Netrakona of Mymensingh
district. In early childhood he lost his parents and he lost his vision when
he was 9 and since then songs became the source of his livelihood. He
passed away in the year 1968. His popular songs are 'Diu narir tottwo
janite' and 'Bhulite parine shey rup'. His songs depicting conversations
between ateacherand hisdisciple were popularamongst singers.
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Haurey Goshai

Hisfather named him Motilal Sanyal. He was born into a Brahmin family
inthe village of Meratola in the district of Bardhaman . His parents were
Holodhor Sanyal and Shayamshundori. He was a brilliant student. He
acquired his initial knowledge of Vainavism from his mother After
receiving the training from Acharya Boshishthanondo Swami he took
the name Sanakananda Swami . Afterwards he came to be known as
Haurey Goshai and obtained the understanding of Vaishavism under
the tutelage of Prahlad Goswami of Nadia. A book of his songs was
published named 'Tottwo Sadhon Geetaboli'. Alongside mastery and
theoretical knowledge, his songs also conveyed the messages of
Shaktism and Shivaism. His Humility enabled him to simply write songs
like 'Hori kon debota thaken kotha/ Jante tai ichha kori/ Horir boron
kemon, gothon kemon ki ba ruper madhuri' or 'maya Ganga, Yamuna,
Saraswati'. His songs are sung with a lot of respect in both Bengal and
Bangladesh. He had a number of disciples. The compiler of
'Bhablohori', Monulal Misra compiled many of his songs. He died in the
year19009.
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Shah Abdul Karim

Shah Abdul was born in Shunamganj of Sylhet in 1916 . Poverty
compelled him to work as a farmhand in his early days. He learned Baul
songs under Shah Abbas Mastan of Sreepur. All his life he had been a
victim of social injustice and poverty and that is reflected majorly in his
art. His songs were mainly surrounding concepts like anarchy, human
emotions, society and God. He acquired widespread popularity after gala
event in the Dhaka University. He wrote 1500 songs. These songs were
compiledin6 volumes -Aftab Sangeetand Gono Sangeet being two of
them. Some of his songs were translated in English. Some of his famous
songs are, 'Agey ki shundor din kataitam','Gari chole na chole na', 'Shokhi
kunjo shajao go'and 'Ar kichu chaina mor gaan chhara'. He passed away
in20009.
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Radharaman Dutta
Radharaman Dutta was born in1833. He is a very famous poet, lyricist and
composer hailing fromm Bangladesh. He is an well acknowledged
composer of Dhamalisongsin Sylhet. He has written and composed over
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3000 songs. He had a keen interest in music right from his childhood
days. Initially his songs had influence of Vaishnavism. Later, he was
influenced by Sufi music and Baul ideas. Even today, in Bangladesh, his
songs are sung in wedding ceremonies. He is widely known for his
hymns and Dhamali songs. His famous songs are, 'Bhromor koiyo giya',
'Joley jaiyo na go rai!, 'Kalai praanti nilo', 'jugol Milan hoilo go' and many
others. He is popular in both Bengal and Bangladesh. He passed away
in1915.
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Bijoy Sarkar

Bijoy Sarkar, born in 1903, is popular for his Kobigaan and separatist
music. His original name is Bijoykrishna Adhikari. He was born to a
Vaishnavite family in the district of Narail, Bangladesh. He studied till
class 10 in a local school. Then he started his musical journey getting
involved in a jatra. There itself he learned the folk 'kobigaan' genre of
spoken verses — sung in competitive slam-format. He played a huge
role in popularizing kobigan in Bangladesh. Later on he became a Baul
and Bhatiyali singer. As his songs were filled with sorrow and pain,
these songs were known as songs of separation and bereavement
(bichhedigaan)-Radha bichhed, Krishna bichhed, etc. He has
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composed various separatist songs. Apart from this he sang goshtho
gaan, shokhi shongbad, etc. Some of his famous songs are, 'Tumi toh
janona more jeeboner shadhona!, 'Dudiner duniya re musafir, etc. He
breathed hislastin1985.
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Ananta
Anantabala was a complete Vaishnav in leading her lifestyle. Owing to
Anantabala's illiteracy, one of her follower named Ishan used to write
them for her. However, she always gave her self-introduction in her
songs. Upendranath Bhattachrya called her the Baul of Rarh (a region in
Bengal). However a proper identity of hers is yet to be found. More than
100 recordings were released and most of them were quite popular.
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Ananta Goshai
Ananta Goshai, a young singer was a regular performer in an ancient
Baul Akhra (a gathering of musicians in an open area). Upendranath
Bhattacharya collected few songsfrom Ananta Goshai.
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Madan Shah Fakir

Bholai Shah had prepared a manuscript of songs penned by Lalon.
That manuscript contains a song where the name of Khyapa Madan
can was mentioned in the 'bhonita' of the song. That song, in a
changed form, also found place in a collection named 'Bhablohori
Geet. Some songs penned by Madan has been used by Saroj Kumar
Roychowdhury as popular songs prevalent in the valley of river
Mayurakshi.
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Gopal
In the year 1869, Ramlal and Monomohini Joardar gave birth to their
son Ramgopal. Together with his studies, Ramgopal carried forward
histraining in music. Everyone was pleased with hissweet voice. At a
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point of time in his life, he was preoccupied with the idea of religion and
that led him to leave his family and lead his life in a nearby ashram. He led
his life with the Vaishnava thought. Many people, who were eager to
learn more about religion, came to him. He discussed about the issue of
communal diversities and also condemned the Vaishnav orthodoxy.
People from both the Hindu and Muslim community were attracted
towards him. After the death of Lalon, Gopal was popularly known to be a
jocular Vaishav preacher in Kushtia. Considerable amount of influence
from Lalon has been reflected in his works. The first edition of his first
book was published in 1905, named 'Gopal Geetaboli' and later the
second edition, which consisted of mostly metaphysical ideas. He
considered Baba Ramlal as his Guru. His ideas were spread through 5 of
his followers. He died in the year1912.
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Bhoba Pagla
He was born in the Amta village of Manikganj district in 1897. His original
name was Bhabendra Mohan Saha. His father's name was Gajendra
Kumar Saha. Later in Manikganj, he was popularly known as Bhoba Pagla.
After 1943, he comes over to Kalna in the Bardhaman district of West
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Bengal. There he establishes the Bhabani temple. An annual festival is
held onthe last Saturday in the Bengali month of Baishakh (15th April -
15th May). Numerous followers from around the world arrive that day.
His songs are sung in both Bangladesh and in Bengal. He has
composed many songs based on human emotions, spirituality,
creation and 'shyamasangeet' (songs on Goddess Kali). There is a
mention of Bhoba Pagla in the writings of Mohammad Monsiruddin.
He died in the year 1984. Some of his famous songs are 'Nodi bhora
dheu bojhe na toh keu', 'Jeebon nodir kule kule' and many others. He
passed away in 1984,
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Neelkontho Mukhopadhyay or Dwija Neelkontho

He was born in 1841 in Dhabani in the Bardhaman district (now a village
adjacent to Durgapur). He faced destitution as a child. From that time
itself, he was famous as a composer and lyricist across villages. Later on,
he joined Gobindo Adhikari's group as a composer and singer and
became the leader gaining a far-reaching fame. At the age of 23, he
formed his own group. Initially he used to perform in the 'palas' of the
Krishna yatra. Later he wrote his own pala-theaters, some of the notable
ones are 'Jajati-jogyo, 'Probhash-jogyo!, 'Radhar kolonko bhajan', etc.
The depth and popularity of his songs are visible through the expansion
of his songs. There is no such place in Bangladesh which is deprived of
his songs. He was the last torchbearer of Bengal's Krishna yatra. He was
given the title of 'Geetratna' or 'Geetiratna' by the scholars of Nabadwip.
He spent the last few years of his life in the Hetampur Rajbari. He
committed suicide in 1921 on 7th August. Songs like 'Nibedon amar!, 'Ekti
phul phuteche'and otherswere very popular.
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Hashon Raja

He was born on 21st August, 1854 in the village of Teghoria in Sylhet. He
wasthe third son of hisfather. His ancestors were Hindu. They use to live
in Ayodhya. Later, someone in their family converted to Islam. Hashon
Raja was a good-looking man and an heir to a huge amount of
property. He never was self taught and never received formal
education. . In his initial years, he was a man who loved to enjoyment
and led a wayward life . In one of his songs, he described himself as
'Shorboloke bole hashon rajalompotiya'.

In thisamusing life of his, he composed various songs which were sung
playing instruments along with dance performances. In his songs, he
has repetitively mentioned about his delightful life. He used to love
horses and birds. He started moving away from his soldiers and got
identified as a cruel oppressor. Owing to a number of dreams that he
dreamt, his life changed drastically. He started solving his previous
mistakes. He was disheartened with the materialistic life and beganto
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lead a stoic life. Caring for people and protecting the became hisvow . He
composed a number of songs at this time which completely reflect his
state of mind. He took his step against animal-killing. One of his song
goes like, 'o joubon ghumer e shopon/ Shadhon biney narir shone
harailam muldhon' In his later life he lived a graceful and dignified life..
With his initiative, a high school, 'akhras' and many religious institutions
were established.

He composed countless number of songs. 206 songs were compiled in
the book, 'Hachhon Udaash' He also had two more books named,
'Shoukhin Bahar' and 'Hashan Bahar'. Both the concepts of forgiveness
and gratitude were prominent in his songs. He felt like a kite that was
controlled by someone invisible. His widely popular songs are 'Baula ke
banailo re' and 'Hashon raja piyarir preme mojilo re'. In 1925,
Rabindranath Tagore addressed two of his songs in the Indian
Philosophical Congress and also spoke about Hashon's philosophy. He
died on 6th December,1922.
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Abdul Rashid Sarkar

Abdul Rashid Sarkar was born in the Manikganj district of present day
Bangladesh on 11th September, 1953. His grandfather Hazarat Ali
Matubbar was a famed singer of Baithaki songs. He used to take his
grandson Rashid to attend many musical gatherings when the latter
was a child. It is with his grandfather's support that Rashid entered the
realm of Baul music. In later life, he received training from the famous
Baul Anwar Dewan from village Jantrail of the Dhaka district. As Rashid
commenced his journey as a musician, he met Pir Kebla Sayyad Golam
Maola Rezvi at the Bairabay durbar. Rashid became Maola Rezvi's
disciple and immersed in spiritual praxis. Abdul Rashid Sarkar has
penned many songs. Those songs can be heard being sung by
musicians from both Bangladesh and West Bengal. One of the
prominent leitmotifs of his lyrics is that they seek to offer to the
listenersadirectiontowardstruth.
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Radhashyam Das

The ashram of the guru of Radhashyam Das was in the village of
Chandpur near Ahmedpur in the district of Birbhum. His name was
Guruchand Goshai. He has composed many songs himself. Later on,
his disciple Radhashyam Das wrote many songs two which are sung by
the Bauls of both Bengals. Vaishnav-Sai-darbesh communities are
influenced by his compositions. One of his famous songs is 'Esho Gour
SriChaitanya’

19



W Arored
FATO! TRAGE *2W FHas P FOCE (% @ 4O IR 21 ZAbI "«Fq=
fawrn on =11 g =t / 211 211 7R T sifoa qvfrel apt Arerss i fem ey
G AR AN oY @ IV Al FRFG T2 7W fof 1 Feafee GRR el
Siere 12 AR e 2P f<merail (oI AN |

Das pitambar
There is not much known about the creator of the song 'Ekbar biday de
maa, ghure ashi/hashi hashi porbo fashi' which was regarding the death
sentence of the martyred freedom fighter Khudiram Bose. He has
written many songs on Vrindavan Leela. These songs are sung by the the
Baulsand Fakirsof both the Bengals.
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Abdul Halim

Abdul Halim Miya was born in the village of Baradayali in Madaripur
district Bangladesh on 30th October1929. His primary education was
inthe village school Later on he grasped knowledge on the Christian,
Buddhist and Islamic texts. He stepped into the world of music when
he was just seven years old and he made music the main vow of hislife.
He became well known through radio during the folk music festival in
1957 and a film called 'Ashiya' in 1958. In 1956, his songs were recorded
in gramophone and in 1982 in cassettes. His songs became
widespread everywhere. He became a composer, lyricist, music
director, an exceptional Sarinda player and a traditional homeopathy
doctor.

He has written around 10,000 songs. But many of those have been lost.
Nine music books have been published till now. Those are:

Halim Sangeet (1963), Gyan Darpan (1957), Musolli o Fakirer
Torkojuddho (1958), Premsudha (1965), Halim Sangeet ba Torkojuddho
(1968), Parash Ratan (1976), Srishtitotyo (1991), Shoriyot Marefat (2012),
Guru-shishya Pala (2012).
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Bengal Academy published a compilation of articles based on his life
called'Koyekjon Lokkobiebong Proshongoto'in 1984.

He had also been honored a fellowship by Bengal Academy. He was also
honored by the Bangladesh Art Academy, Rishij- Bengal Folk Literature
Faridpur and Sariyatpur Art Academy. He has been awarded Abdul
Jabbar Miji Gold Medal, Poet Jasimuddin Research Gold Medal and
Mamata Gold Medal. He was a religious man and a philosophical poet.
His name was mentioned in the Gazette of the Government as a literary
soldier for Muktiyudh (Liberation War). Many people in this country are
his ardent followers. He passed away on 21st February 2007 in Dhaka.
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Durbin shah
Sunamganj at Bangladesh is a renowned place for Bauls and Murshids.
And this waswhere Durbin Shah was born in1920. He was a famous poet,
lyricist and singer. His father Rahimatullah Shah was a Sufi pursuer.
Sunamganjbecamerich and diversified inideaswith pursuersofthe
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sects of Buddhism, Hinduism, Vaishnavism and Islam. Even singers
like Hasan Raja, Radharaman Dutta and Shah Abdul Kareem belong to
this place. There is no doubt that Durbin Shah carried down their
lineage after hisfamous song 'Namaj amar hoilo na Aday'. Durbin Shah
wrote on the theories of physiology, eternal truth, aesthetical truth,
religion and desire. He had divided his writings into religious songs,
love songs, 'palligeeti' (songs on rural life) and Baul songs. With similar
efficiency; he has written songs like 'Prothom joubonbela amay paiya
obola'and 'Kuni byanger peter bhetor thake ajogar'. He expired on 15th
February 1977. His body was cremated at his home in the village of
Nuyaraiwhich is now known as Durbin Tila.
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Dwijadas

'keho suno ban a suno, mano ban a mano/ tate amar nai kono labh
lokshan/ suno dwijadaser gan.' This song was composed by
Baikunthanath Chakraborty on Dwijadas who was popular as Pagla
Dwijadas. Dwijadas's songs are well known for its 'Raga' based musical
structure, lyrics and melody. All the tunes of his songs are based on a
specific Raga which is a rare quality found in folk songs. He is not as
popularinindiaas heisin Bangladesh. He lost hismother atayoungage
and was brought up by his father. His songs express the hard times he
went through. His songs are the reflection of the social life of Bengal.
There is complete clarity in his songs as it doesn't contain any inner
meaning. Some of his songs show his deep understanding of society,
religionand country.

He was born in Narasinghdi district of north eastern Bangladesh which
was a hub for Baul songs. He gave the easy explanation of physiology,
adventism, vrindavan leela, bodied and disembodied theories. He was
alsoan expertin'Kabigaan'
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Pagla Kanai

He was born in 1824 in Berbari village in Jessore district of Bangladesh.
He was a pursuer, singer and poet. He used to write poems since he was
a child. His songs showcase faith in God and social lives. He has also
written about hissearch for God and problems in the society atthe same
time. Pagla Kanai was famous for 'baul’, 'murshidi' 'marfati' songs and
the songson'dehatatta'. Inspite of not having textual knowledge, he had
a lot of wisdom. Hence, he was able to able to express the problems in
the society so well that many educated people couldn't. To listen to his
songs, people would come travelling a long way, he would have
audience of almost 40,000 to 50,000 people He was popular among
people devoid of caste and religeon. He was a prominent competitor of
Laloninthose days.

Struggles of the people in the society came to life in his songs. He wrote,
'ebakar duranta barshae dhan pat sob tolaiya galo/ bhebe ar kul paina
sakulye moner sokh mati holo/ rajar khajna, mahajaner dena diye adae
kori/ bhabchi boshe abiroto mone sei chinta bhari! One could sense his
poetic strength, flow of emotions and detailed descriptions- in hissongs
which made him comparable to Lalon. Simple expressions and
alliteration made his compositions dynamic.

Principal Mansur Uddin in his text 'Harmoni' wrote that Pagla and Lalon
were contemporaries while some have emphasized on his religious
thoughts. He has amused people throughout the country. Lalon and
Kanai are similaras humansand singer. Lalon has given the route of love
by focusing on the daily lives of people while Kanai has mainly focused
onthesoulsof humans.

Kanai used to sing like a mad person by roaming around from one
village to another. He was a very naughty child and refused to stay at
home. Like Lalon, he was also close to his villagers. In the 19th century
there were two representatives who influenced the entire Bangladesh
with their songs- Lalon Fakirand Pagla Kanai. But to compare Lalon with
Kanai, the latteris less well known. Lalon had written a song on Pagla
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Kanaiwhich was 'Khyapa tui na jene tor apon khobor pabi kothay, apon
ghor na bujhe baire khunje porbidhadhay"

RECIESEEI]

23R4 FE02 SIS (BICE AN (ST 600 o1 FAel T2IPT Al Sl 18l a0l
efarar bfea | siol 2l (I (A0 1072 Gpee] ALFIS S | ST A, 519/ b
7P | SR ke ke PRl e | SRR R SHfesa Sl Al
AFcen foffl| Fie Fare ezneEd SR (o6 SIRFeT| G (ARG <
2ITAR G PO Ol | O o9 23l ANGI2 ble] 2@ AR | AR IS
CRIISIA] SRy S 27341 ROTE o, ©IF @3 sl sl ¢ ST 2e1E
OO | <5 13T SISTCT S e (T 302 302 0T |

G SR Sz 5o 7S o sieEl S feei | FRR ome b
T Fab© o 2112ce o2 fofd B0 ffer Facen | fisngne w2ibl wqE2 e
ARV FA A 2[TRE | G<IEE oot S $AIT 1 Frignea Fhoafe e
S FAUCL (IR BT 919 Ol Sl SRR | 2197w oI O (@Teoifeet
S| ofst % ffe1 w19 ofc@ 2Rz Foifere o, o (HIFITes IRwLEF | 93
SIS 304 AT PRE T IR Sl Afoeld 9T =19 Bl (|
SoleR SR (IR ARSI/ O SR I @ @ AT R SEfRe
qAuAI | e AR oeie Helffe FEREE TAUNE | A6 HelE
Trolefe, Mfoxen @ O qBed ol AT 79, AT ol g2 AT bfsa
RG] FACR | 9151 ZAPI ofI 78R e =S eree e fafeeT s |
ST G STl o I F0bl Aelfqe weafest ©f O SNa 6 JIG] @I @
oy Bfd~ia @32 IR QIR T | S G aRE S ot eERIeT s
S19ICR I (FILIR A9 Sl ST be 2ol =18 |

A e AP G 9100 T Q@RI oloi ©f fxE@™ 71| (@ ie FieEa Ficg aw=
W [ 1 AT s fer=ites e BI, I SIEe] | F 6 FPER PR
2ETS S5 T FARER (A OIEP (RICH REw | S S FE, A9
TS G4 918 5@l 7f2d Piace oeiw ok Ot | femvid-a 3@ @
Iz @141 Hidros T sio/eT AEICEr ST | e T TP TR ST F(E PO 9
G O S{5IETR ORI 1S 911 | SIS 715 oIS s191 Pl =ifer @ qTe1

27



(e DARSITCNC &l 2ICGCR | A9 SATC ST (T (> Sl (Tl 1eel
G IRFANTCT SO 711 |

Gagan harkara

As soon as we hear the word Harkara, the image that flashes in front of
our eyes is a dynamic character of a poem, a novel or a song. Gagan
Harkara is truly a well-known man. Original name was Gagan Chandra
Das, born in Kushtia District of Bangladesh. He was living in Kumarkhali
sub-division of Kasba Village in Kushtia. His profession as a postman in
the post office, located in Kumarkhali area of Shilaidaha made people
call him Gagan Harkara. But he was more popular as a legendary singer
among thefolkartists of Bengal.

Gagan was familiar with the name 'Pagla Kobi' among the people.
According to the people of Kushtia, Gagan used to sing the songs
composed by him while distributing letters. As we hear the name of
Shilaidaha, we always remember Rabindranath as he was also a resident
of that place . The initial introduction of Rabindranath with the songs of
Gagan was at the terrace of his boat. He fell in love with his songs which
made Gagan to sing for him whenever we went to deliver letters to
Tagore's residence.. Through this connection, he took the initiative of
showcasing Gagan's talent in the society. Rabindranath had collected
'Ami kothay paibo tare, amar moner manush je re' sung by Gagan. Apart
from Lalon, Gagan also influenced Tagore . Fetching the inspiration
from Gagan Rabindranath introduced Baul tunes, characters and ideas
in Gitanjali, Gitimalya and many of his plays Rabindranath took Gagan's
song compilation to Santiniketan. In '‘Manab dharma' one can see the
influence of Lalon and Gagan in Rabindranath.

Tagore drew the inspiration from Gagan for the character of Baul in his
famous play 'Dakghor'(Post Office). In 'Chinnapatra’, a letter to Indira
Devi, the name of Gagan is mentioned. Following Gagan, Rabindranath
wrote 'Amar Shonar Bangla'whichisthe nationalanthem of Bangladesh.

Tagoredrew theinspiration from Gagan forthe character of Baul in his
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famous play 'Dakghor'(Post Office). In 'Chinnapatra’, a letter to Indira
Devi, the name of Gagan is mentioned. Following Gagan,
Rabindranath wrote 'Amar Shonar Bangla' which is the national
anthem of Bangladesh.
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Kangal Harinath

His original name was Harinath Majumdar but he gained fame for his
other two names. Among the people of the village he acquired
acceptance as Kangal Harinath, the writer and editor of 'Grambarta
Prakashika' He was the first-ever Investigative Reporter of the country.
He penned down his questions against the suppression of the indigo
planters, feudal lords and regarding commmunal riots. In the later part of
his life after he became the disciple of Lalon Sah, he came to spotlight as
Fikir Chand. Rabindranath Tagore and Akshyay Kumar Maitra drew
inspiration from him. He formed a group of baul singers which was
named 'Kangal Fikir Chander dol' (the group of Kangal Fikir Chand).

Harinath was born on 22nd July 1833, in the village of Kumarkhali
situated in Kushtia district of undivided Bengal. In 1880 he left his
eighteen years of experience of being an editor and established the
group. His unconditional love for Lalon made him immerge in the
flourishing of humanity through Baul songs. Being born in a destitute
family he gained the taste of struggle from childhood. He was
compelled to leave school due to lack of economic support. Later his
works as investigative reporter contained the reflections of the
deprivation of the poor. His songs talked about men and humanity. He
also supported women literacy. His famous songs include 'tumi satya,
tumi nitya,ananta bhabosongsare' (you are the truth, you are ultimate,
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in this unending world), 'ore mon pagol re'(dear insane heart), 'jini ei
masjid girjae tini gachher tole/ Fikir Chand fakir bole ki korite bhobe
ele'(who resides in the mosque is also present under the tree/Fakir
Chand tries to find the reason for his existence), 'ache kangaler ar ke
emon dharay'(who else is present for an impoverished), 'matapita je
haraye sishukale' (parents are lost in childhood) etc. He passed away
in 1896.

People of that era had the memory of Harinath being close to Lalon.
Raibahadur Jaladhar Sen wrote 'that day, in the morning Lalon Fakir
came to meet Fikir Chand'. Lalon Fakir wasthe resident of the banks of
Kaliganga which was in Kumarkhali region. So it was natural for Fikir
Chand to have connections with Lalon. The songs written by Kangal
Harinath include 'Baul Sangeet'(baul music), 'Kangal Fikir Chander
Gitaboli' (song compilation of Kangal Fikir Chand), 'Kangal Sangeet'
(music of Kangal). He wrote many songs as Fakir Chand, stalwart
Mosaraf Hussen to keep Fikirs request composed the song for his
group, 'ore mon, and amar sob fakkikar / kebol tomar namtirobe /hobe
sob leela sanga sonar anga / dhulae goragori jabe! (Dear soul | won't
exist/ but your name will be remembered/ everything will come to an
end/ body will turn to dust). Fikir Chand's group performed in the
house of Mir Mosaraf Hussen. Books are present on his life. Even a
documentary was made on him.
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Arkum Shah

Sylhet district in Bangladesh is the land of songs and high tide. Several
poets, Bauls, Sufi devotees and singers and composers were born here,
Arkum Shah, born in 1977, is one of them. He was born in Dharadharpur
village of Sylhet. Arkum was a Sufi devotee, poet and Baul. Tomar Ranga
Charan Paibo Muni' or 'Krishna ailo Radhar Kunje' are the songs he
composed along with other songs like 'Ashiker Kandarider Bondhu' and
'Murshid Dhoriyo Kandar”. Apart from composing songs, he also played a
huge role in popularizing Dhamail songs and dance. His songs have
been translated into Japanese as well. He passed away in 1941. His
famous songs are 'Shonar Pinjira amar Koira gelam khali' 'Bondhu mor
poraner Dhon' etc. For his contribution in folk songs, he was awarded
'Ekushe Puroshkar'in 2001.

In'Md. Mansuruddin Harmani', a basic text of thirteen volumes, the name
of Arkum Shah is mentioned. Another remarkable book on him is'Arkum
Shah:Jibon dorshon o Gitibishwa' written by Syed Ankhi Hawk. There is a
shrine of his name in the city of Sylhet. His songs are sung regularly over
there. Many groups of folk songs exhibit hissongsin Bangladesh.
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Sheikh Bhanu
Sheikh Bhanu was born in 1849. He never aspired to be a singer but an
incident in his life pulled him into a life of stoicism. He was born in the
village of Bhadikara of Habiganj districtin Sylhet(Bangladesh).

He was a crop merchant. He sold paddy from one village to another(like
Bhairav, Mohanganj, Madanganj). One day, he was returning across
river Meghna with a boat filled with paddy and he saw a crow on a
corpse floating in the water. The crow was feeding on the corpse's eyes.
This scene changed his perspective on life. Such inconstancy pushed a
businessman to a stoic life. He gave up all greed and need and chose
the life of a Fakir and he set off to find the ultimate. Gradually he
became a poet, singer and composer. He breathed hislast in 1919.
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Every Bengali has listened to his song and composition, 'Nishithe Jaiyo
Na Fulbone' Sachinkarta had been inspired to write “Dhire se Jana
Khatiya me" from his melody. His other famous songs include 'Khuje Na
Pailam', '"Amar Shuna Angan Molin Hoilo' '"Ami Morlam tor Pirite' and
'Dinobondhu Korunashindhu Daki Barebare'. He was also an expert in
Sylhet's Dhamail songs.
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Ajahar Fakir

The songs of Gorbhanga Fakirs in the district of Nadia are famous all over
the world. The soul of this place was Ajahar Fakir and his songs. He was
born in 1405 and his Guru was Pandit Iman Ali of the Kanainagar village.
Initially his name was Ajahar Ali Khan. His parents were Matabbar Khan
and Makhan Bibi. He was born in a rich family of Pathans. Inspite of
leaving hisfamily and household and leading the life of a Fakir, he was not
a believer of any rituals or festivities. His disciples were close to him
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irrespective of their caste. His duty was to spread the philosophy of
Baul-Fakirsand theirsongsamong all. He used to give treatment to the
sick and poor. Many of his disciples are fromm Gorbhanga. He was above
narrow mindedness and communalism. Deities like Mohammad, Shiv,
Ajajil, Krishna and Fatima have been mentioned in his songs. He
believed that God resides in the soul of a person and not in temples or
mosqgues. The bhajan of humans was the only thing that held truth
according to him. Some of his famous songs are 'Madan Nal Bhore
Lafie pore'and 'Bhikari Sejeche Gour'.
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Sadhan Das bairagya

He is a remarkable master of present times. He is a master,composer,
singer and musician. He could play instruments like 'dubki' and 'ektara’
very well. His previous 'ashram' was in Muktipur of Bardhaman. Later
on he shifted to Hatgobindapur of Birbhum. He used to live with his
partner in this practice, Maki Kajuma. His disciples still spread his
compositions which were initially told by him. He is connected with
various Bauls and Fakirs of Bengal. Apart from creating stories, heis
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eager to compose songs in the form of books. Hatgobindapur is a
favourite for those who are eager about such factual songs. His brother
Bhajan Das Bairagya is also a good singer and instrumentalist. There are
some Japanses disciples as well. His famous songs are 'Sada anandate
moje thako mon' 'Bhalobeshe Bhalobasho Mon' 'Thako Bhaber Ghore
Thako Teenguner pare'etc.
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